TREE MULCHING
Improper mulching can cause[image: image1] damage to newly planted village trees.  “Volcano” mulching, as indicated in the left graphic below, causes surface roots to become suffocated with new ones growing into the mulch.  While this type of mulching has been the standard practice of many landscape companies and homeowners for decades, it leaves the roots at risk of dying when the mulch decays, causing roots to grow across the trunk, often strangling the tree to death.  

         The purpose of mulch is to: 



1) Retain Soil Moisture

             

2) Suppress Weeds

             

3) Moderate Soil Temperatures

 
The tendency to mound large amounts of mulch at the center
base of the tree is detrimental to the health and sustainability
of the trees, and the use of large amounts of mulch can be 

harmful to the environment. Following the proper procedure for laying mulch around trees (right graphic),  and in gardens, will go a long way in improving the health of plants and trees, and also cut down on the excess mulch in the environment.  
In an effort to education the public, the Commission has provided the following information.  
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SAY NO TO VOLCANO MULCHING OF TREES
 
After the hard winter, we begin to see trees being planted, or established trees receiving a layer of mulch. These mounds of mulch will rise to 9, 12 OR even 18 inches above the base of each trunk. This practice has been going on for decades. The mulch volcanoes stress and kill trees in many ways. The problem is that homeowners see landscape companies forming volcanoes in apartment grounds and malls. The public thinks that since that's the way the 'pros' do it, it must be okay.
 

Mulch is supposed to achieve these main goals:
 
1) Retain soil moisture
2) Suppress weeds
3) Moderate soil temperatures
 
The root zone of an established tree extends beyond the drip line, so mounding mulch against the trunk does little for the roots, except to cause the roots to grow into the volcano. These surface roots are suffocated and new ones grow into the mulch, leaving them at risk of dying when the mulch decays. The roots grow across the trunk, potentially strangling the tree to death.
 
It takes seven to eight years of repeated applications of hardwood mulch to cause a small tree to die.
 
As a point of interest, the use of excessive mulching by landscaping companies becomes a big part of the green industry. They, along with the general public, lay down an estimated 40 million cubic yards of mulch per year. That's almost enough to encircle the globe.
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SAY NO TO VOLCANO MULCHING OF TREES





While volcano mulching has been the practice for many decades, it has done more harm than good.  With the planting and mulching of trees After the hard winter, we begin to see trees being planted, or established trees receiving a layer of mulch. These mounds of mulch will rise to 9, 12 OR even 18 inches above the base of each trunk. This practice has been going on for decades. The mulch volcanoes stress and kill trees in many ways. The problem is that homeowners see landscape companies forming volcanoes in apartment grounds and malls. The public thinks that since that's the way the 'pros' do it, it must be okay.





 


The root zone of an established tree extends beyond the drip line, so mounding mulch against the trunk does little for the roots, except to cause the roots to grow into the volcano. These surface roots are suffocated and new ones grow into the mulch, leaving them at risk of dying when the mulch decays. The roots grow across the trunk, potentially strangling the tree to death.


 


It takes seven to eight years of repeated applications of hardwood mulch to cause a small tree to die.
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