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Meeting Minutes
February 6, 2014

Members Present: 	Mike Kaney (Commission Chair), Ralph Scott, Garry Nelson, Mark DiPasquale

Members Excused:	Rick Schara, John Conlon, Paul Peck

Staff Present:	Josh Haeick, Recreation Supervisor
	Nick Gallardo, Recreation Leader

Recreation Leader’s Report:
Nick reported that the After School program is going well.  Jacie and the staff are doing a great job supervising the kids and providing various activities each day.  This past week the kids were treated to the Gaga ball pit being set up on the Main Floor.  Nick also presented a calendar of upcoming events to the Commission that included some compliments from parents of children on the Village’s social media sites.  

The Friday Night at the Youth Center program has continued to offer scheduled activities and field trips to its members.  Recently, attendees have had the option to go skating at the outdoor rink, Gaga Ball, and a foosball tournament.

Lastly, the Spanish and Cultural Crafts classes have begun for various age groups and skill levels.  These classes will continue through the beginning of April.  

Recreation Supervisor’s Report:
Josh updated the Commission on a few budget items regarding capital projects for the upcoming fiscal year, including the acquisition of AED units and the addition of a new recreation van.  

The Hamburg Little Cagers regular season is coming to a close in the next few weeks for all divisions, followed by playoffs that will conclude sometime in March.  Additionally, the travel teams have been assembled and had a few opportunities to practice.  This coming weekend our travel teams will be traveling to Sweet Home to face off against the Amherst travel teams.   Also, the newly created 7-8 developmental division will have to extend a few weeks due to a number of weather related school closings and cancellations.  

Registration has begun for the 2014 HJBSL season and will continue until the Saturday, March 1st last chance sign-up.  The league fundraiser is set for Saturday, March 29 at JP Fitzgerald’s from 6-9pm.  Furthermore, with the Boston Recreation baseball league folding, HJBSL has been given the Boston database of players to reach out to.  Each player from last year’s Boston league has been sent an HJBSL newsletter.

Josh updated the Commission on the results of the MLK Day of Service.  The Recreation Department and community showed up in droves to volunteer their time and together collected 3,600 lbs. of food to donate to the Food Bank of WNY.

Next, Josh brought up the upcoming Public Forum (March 13) to gather ideas for the 5 year plan.  Ideas were bantered about regarding publicity, mediation, content, handouts, etc.  The Recreation Commission meeting will be held at 6pm prior to the public forum.  

Leathers, the company that helped bring the Wooden Playground to the Village, has provided a quote for a full assessment of the playground’s condition.  The recreation dept. will be seeking 2 more quotes for assessment before proceeding.  

Lastly, Josh discussed the facility issues that came to our attention regarding this summer’s recreation activities at Hamburg High School.  Due to major construction to the parking lots and roof, the swim and tennis programs, softball games and Challenger baseball will be effected.  Solutions were discussed and deliberated to keep the programs running with as few changes as possible.  

Commission Report:
Mike Kaney reported that the Challenger League had their annual bowling party at Legion Lanes this past Saturday, February 1. 

Mark DiPasquale reported that he has attended several Trails Task Force meetings that have gone on a few hikes to familiarize the committee with some of the trails for future discussion.  

MEETING AJOURNED!

Next Commission meeting: Thursday, March 13, 2014…6pm…Youth Center
Public Forum @ 7pm

Respectfully Submitted,




Nicholas Gallardo
Recreation Leader

